CHAPTER H
INTLUENCE OP THE INTERNMENT ON THE SHIPS* COMPANIES
OUR duty was really not uninteresting and never
without tension, but it was hardly ever elevating;
the joys which life has to give and which wanned and
lightened our existence from outside were thirstily
accepted.
The absolute isolation from the land had indeed an
unhappy effect on the minds of the ships' companies in
spite of ail efforts to find suitable diversions,   The life
aboard the big ships was, however, always more endurable
than that in the torpedo boats.   Aboard the former
there was at least room for lectures, for spiritual and
professional welfare, for exercise and sport of all kinds,
and the majority of the crews had always one delegate
or another with the talent to entertain and refresh the
mind.  The torpedo boats were living in quite different
circumstances; here arose the peculiar discomfort from
the fact that the slightest seaway rolled each pair of
boats, which lay lashed together, against each other, and
the heavy thuds, as well as the ensuring of the safety of
the boats, kept the crews awake on most nights. Never-
theless these very ships' companies, from officer to man,
met all these efforts and privations in a spirit which has
been too little known;  they always appeared to be
sprightly, cheerful, and full of good spirits, with the
shining example before them all of their leader, Com-
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